STUDIES IN
THE BOOK OF
SECOND CORINTHIANS



INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR: The apostle Paul (1:1; 10:1)
DATE: AD 56, 57
- PURPOSE: It is written to defend the ministry in preaching the gospel to the Gentiles; fo
make defense of his apostolic office and authority: to stir up the Corinthians in the

exhortation they carry out their intention and promise to make up a contribution for the
poor in Jerusalem.

CONTENT AND CHARACTER:

1. Autobiographical in nature which provides a glimpse into Paul’s inner feelings
about himself.

2. Very personal. The most personal letter in the canon. Paul dwells upon his own
ministry and opens his heart, discloses his motives, his spiritual passion and his
tender love for the church.

3. Consists of explanations, defense, protest, appeal, reproach and warnings.

4. Characterized by subtle irony.

5. Marked by boundless variety.

6. Contents shift rapidly.

7. A constant mixing of metaphors.

8. The least systematic of Paul’s writings.

9. Clearly shows how much there was in the arduous life of the apostle (11:23-28).

10. Contains very important doctrinal teachings,

1. One of the most evangelistic books in the Bible.

12. “Written with a quill dipped in tears from an anguish of heart.”

13. More human pathos than any of Paul’s epistles,

14. “The impassioned self-defense of a wounded spirit to erring and ungrateful
children.”



BRIEF QUTLINE OF THE BOOK:
I PAUL'S ACCOQUNT QF HIS MINISTRY, (1-5) - Explanation: Paul, Minister

1. As to the motive (1,2)
2. As to the message (3-5)

1L PAUL'S APPEAL 10O HIS CONVERTS, (6-9) - Exhortation: Paul, Father

1. Things spiritual (6,7)
2. Things material (8,9)

L. PAULS ANSWER TO HIS CRITICS, (10-13) - Vindication: Paul, Apostle

1. Critics and Pretensions
2. Apostle and Credentials

QUESTION OVER THE BOOK
1. Why are we comforted in tribulations?
2. What should be our attitude toward those who repeiit?
3. In what way are we “epistles” of Christ today?
4. What is the “treasure in earthen vessels?”

5. In chapter 5, Paul gives mary reasons for a person to desire to be a child of God.
What are some of them?

6. Describe in your own words some things the apostles had to face as they fulfilled their
ministry.

7. What is repentatice?

t

8. Why did God bestow blessings on the churches of Macedonia?
9. What are some guidelines for our giving?

10. Chapter 10 gives one of the charges brought against Paul. What is that charge? How
does Paul answer it?

»

11. “Satan himself is transformed into an

12. What were Paul’s credentials of his apostleship?
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BRIEF QUTLINE OF THE BOOK:

I PAUL’S ACCOUNT QF HIS MINISTRY, (1-5) - Explanation: Paul, Minister

1. As to the motive (1,2)
2. As to the message (3-5)

L PAUL’S APPEAL TO HIS CONVERTS, (6-9) - Exhortation: Paul, Father

1. Things spiritual (6,7)
2. Things material (8,9)

UL PAULS ANSWER TO HIS CRITICS, (10-13) - Vindication: Paul, Apostle

1. Critics and Pretensions
2. Apostle and Credentials

QUESTION OVER THE BOOK
1. Why are we comforted in tribulations?
2. What should be our attitude toward those who repent?
3. In what way are we “epistles” of Christ today?
4. What is the “treasure in earthen vessels?”

5. In chapter 5, Paul gives many reasons for a person to desire to be a child of God.
What are some of them?

6. Describe in your own words some things the apostles had to face as they fulfilled their
ministry.

7. What is repentance?
8. Why did God bestow blessings on the churches of Macedonia?
9. What are some guidelines for our giving?

10. Chapter 10 gives one of the charges brought against Paul. What is that charge? How
does Paul answer it?

»

11. “Satan himself is transformed into an

12. What were Paul’s credentials of his apostleship?



Introductory Notes to 2 Corinthians

I. Background

Review the introduction to 1 Corinthians for the background of the founding of the
Corinthian church.

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus, where he had been ministering for three
years. He sent this letter to the church by Timothy (1 Cor. 4:17), but problems in the
church only grew worse. Perhaps it was young Timothy’s timidity that made the believers
at Corinth disobey Paul’s words. At any rate, Paul then sent Titus to Corinth to make sure
the church obeyed the apostolic orders Paul had given them (2 Cor. 7:13-15).

Meanwhile, the riot discussed in Acts 19:23-41 forced Paul to leave Ephesus. Paul
had promised the Corinthians that he would visit them (1 Cor. 16:3-7), but circumstances
were such that he was delayed along the way. He had hoped to meet Titus at Troas (2
Cor. 2:12-13), but this plan failed. As you read 2 Cor. 1-2, you feel the burden and
heartache of Paul, suffering both physically and emotionally. While at Troas, Paul did
some preaching, then made his way to Macedonia. He and Titus finally met, probably at
Philippi (2 Cor. 7:5-6), and Titus gave Paul the good news that the majority at Corinth
were behind him and would obey his word. It was this joy that prompted him to write this
second letter to the Corinthians.



II. Purpeses

Paul had several purposes in mind when he wrote this letter:

(1) To commend the church for disciplining the offender (1 Cor. 5), and to encourage
them to forgive and receive him (2 Cor. 2:6-11).

(2) To explain why he had apparently “changed his plans” and not visited them as he
had promised (1 Cor. 16:3-7, 2 Cor. 1:15-22).

(3) To answer those in the church who were questioning his apostolic authority (2
Cor. 10-12).

(4) To answer those who accused him of wrong motives (2 Cor. 4:1-2).

(5) To encourage the church to share in the offering for the Jerusalem saints (2 Cor.
8-9).

(6) To prepare them for his planned visit (2 Cor. 13).

This letter is in direct contrast to the tone of 1 Corinthians, for it is intensely personal
and filled with the deep emotions of the dedicated apostle. If 1 Corinthians “takes the roof
off” the church at Corinth and lets us look in, then 2 Corinthians “opens the heart” of Paul
and lets us see his love and concern for the work of the Lord. In the first letter, Paul is the
instructor, answering questions and setting matters right; in this second letter he is the
loving pastor, the minister of Christ, pouring out his life that his spiritual children might be
perfected in the faith.

No letter in the NT reveals the true character of the Christian ministry as does this
one. No letter says so much about Christian giving, suffering, or spiritual triumph.
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2 Cor 1:4

who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have
received from God.

2 Cor 1:5
For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives,
so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

2 Cor 1:6

If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if
we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in
you patient endurance of the same sufferings we sufTer.

2 Cor 1:7

And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as
you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our
comfort.

2 Cor 1:8

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the
hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were
under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so
that we despaired even of life.

2Cor 1.9

Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God,
who raises the dead.



2 Cor 1:10
He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will

deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will
continue to deliver us,

2 Cor 1:11

as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks
on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to
the prayers of many.

2Cor1:12
Now this is our boast; Qur conscience testifies that we have
conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our

relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from

God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom
but according to God's grace.

2Cor 1:13
For we do not write you anything you cannot read or
understand. And I hope that,

2 Cor 1:14

as you have understood us in part, you will come to
understand fully that you can boast of us just as we will
boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.

2 Cor 1:15
Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you first
so that you might benefit twice.

2 Cor 1:16

I planned to visit you on my way to Macedonia and to come
back to you from Macedonia, and then to have you send me
on my way to Judea.

2 Cor 1:17

When I planned this, did I do it lightly? Or do I make my
plans in a worldly manner so that in the same breath I say,
"Yes, yes" and "No, no"?

2 Cor 1:18
But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not
"Yes" and "No."

Based on what ¢ s PonG THRovgy HM - Mel (s owd sTReAGT

Bcr,;nnu\s of
FPansl's Dedense

— W TR (MT(—GF“TY

YYou DONT HAVE To READ
- BETWEIX THG LINGS **

Cha/?e that ‘\e. sad e and "No" ot onee " (R
Yes ckav\ng }» o qu.h‘e.nh ok H
S‘lshtﬂ' whim

Tf\ru-—-fcw arsvmw\f L“l Pand = -

God 15 Fuuthbul
ths word's & e Corvathuans was drve

6ased ™ has q)n.a.ckmj
o Gods prowuises '
“J. -PN'(dl/m'A. OF ﬁ'eds afd

rd\/ol( o \"NS
Mcmsh\y



2 Cor 1:19

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among
you by me and Silas and Timothy, was not "Yes" and "No,"
but in him it has always been "Yes."

2 Cor 1:20 .

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
"Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken
by us to the glory of God.

2 Cor 1:21
Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in
Christ. He anointed us,

2 Cor 1:22
set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

2 Cor 1:23
I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare you  why ful hadat retvraed
that I did not return to Corinth.

2 Cor 1:24
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you
for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.



“THE CompissioNATE HEART

2 Cor 2:1
So I made up my mind that I would not make another

painful visit to you.

2 Cor 2:2
For if I grieve you, who is left to make me glad but you
whom I have grieved?

2Cor2:3

I wrote as I did so that when I came I should not be
distressed by those who ought to make me rejoice. I had
confidence in all of you, that you would all share my joy.

2Cor2:4

For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart
and with many tears, not to grieve you but to let you know
the depth of my love for you.

2 Cor 2:5

If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me
as he has grieved all of you, to some extent--not to put it
too severely.

2 Cor 2:6
The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient

for him.

2 Cor 2.7
Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that
he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2Cor2:8
I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.

2 Cor 2:9
The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the
test and be obedient in everything.

2 Cor 2:10

If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have
forgiven--if there was anything to forgive--I have forgiven
in the sight of Christ for your sake,
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2 Cor 2:11
in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not

unaware of his schemes.

2Cor2:12
Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ
and found that the Lord had opened a door for me,

2 Cor 2:13
I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my
brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went on

to Macedonia. |
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For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who
are being saved and those who are perishing.

2 Cor 2:16
To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the
fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task?

2 Cor 2:17

Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for
profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with
sincerity, like men sent from God.
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2 Cor 3:11
And if what was fading away came with glory, how much
greater is the glory of that which lasts!

2Cor3:12
Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.

2 Cor 3:13

We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face
to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance
was fading away.

2 Cor3:14

But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil veiep BY (N‘JV:A *‘:' .
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2Cor3:15

Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their

hearts.

2 Cor 3:16

But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken

away.

2 Cor 3:17

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is freedom.
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2Cor4:11

For we who are alive are always being given over to death
for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal
body.

2Cor4:12
So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

2 Cor4:13

it is written: "1 believed; therefore I have spoken." With that

same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak,
Ygtrtvde "or “putlesk of fath

2 Cor 4:14.

because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus

from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us

with you in his presence.

2Cor4:15

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow
to the glory of God.

2 Cor 4:16

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day.

2 Cor 4:17
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

2Cor4:18

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.
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Conrtrumg of kove (1%-17)
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. "o w? (¢
2 Cor 5:1 (P1ssoLven) ' ..WL new . “ ) “‘3;)
Now we know that if the eartlily tent we live in is destroyed, g we brosa - by
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 7 "we are confrdent” _ fou ;
not built by human hands. (¢-8
2 Cor 5:2 " othing on " el mohvativa b ministry
hil 1 ] b b . . what 5 ovr mistry 7 (72 persvade
Meanwhi ¢ we groan, longing to be clothed with our sinners b recomaliciiiom)
heavenly dwelling, 2. wihat 15 the eish mebise? (There
arc thra dcceptable mefives For
2 Cor 53 minisry)
because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. Cuk smplarns s podves e have & oyl hepe
by theas powsehul (t-8)
2 Cor 5:4 shebments!
For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, I T‘”E : éi”‘ﬂ T ":f Logp ( -13)
. . n acin
because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed - wn mmeerauiny 2. "we Labac” = holy ambikisn, (@)
with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be (Sa 1110} Ro 15120y (Thutt)
swallowed up by life. 3 ¥ Judgment” (10) ~ maat Him with
can-ﬁ‘denul Gnd not shame
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2 Cor5:5 4 we rusuuh men” Cr1-13)

Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and 1Fe 48
1Y Putp How can we prepare Lor fhcjw‘qmmf,’

has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to
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2 Cor 5:6
Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as
we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord.

(nexT Page , cont'p)

2 Cor 5:7
We live by faith, not by sight.

Parentherica sfaTement

sonfidence and convichon - “w.lx.q5 bv, farth "
(o fthe serpture) (rc;qu; thor

2 Cor 5:8 ko)
We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from
the body and at home with the Lord.

2 Cor 5:9 " THE LifE A oF FauL”
So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at R PR gp,;“’
home in the body or away from it. O 4'% cog® up 3

* Shodn .
2 Cor 5:10 "sht; o ?‘,Q:d‘f Spa A place of :c:klnf
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, i reverd !
that each one may receive what is due him for the things recogarbion

done while in the body, whether good or bad. reforiing
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2Cor5:11

Since, then, we know what i? is tq fear the Lord, we try to
persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is

also plain to your conscience.

2 Cor 5:12

We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but
are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that
you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather
than in what is in the heart. 2 co 3:0

2 Cor 5:13 MK 9330, fc2eizd
1f we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are
in our right mind, it is for you.

t

2 Cor'5:14
For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died.

2 Cor 5:15
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was

raised again.

2 Cor 5:16

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of - a9 beager mesiore men by
kuma,, s{‘ﬁnclﬁrol: - raLt, n;hml
5&‘”’ abilites, Socia sTAWDIG,

view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do
SO no Ionger as & mery human bding

2 Cor 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the

old has gone_ the new has come! g
Pre_)udwu | hebiks , attidvdes, infecech;, wWe vseD o
goals
2Cor5:18

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

2 Cor 5:19

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not.
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to
us the message of reconciliation. :

2 Cor 5:20

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's
behalf: Be reconciled to God. '
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2 Cor 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
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2 Cor 6:1 Pad &ssueas them of his deve with thrae Leving
' Appaals -

As God's fellow workers we urge you not t i '
Go | ge you not to receive God's It Agpesd o oo 110

race in vain.
8 Z An Agpesl dov supowed Cm  (CH1=T01)

2Cor6:2 3. AﬂAnaa( b recon o liadiog (7:2-16)

For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the
day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of
God's favor, now is the day of salvation.  tsamt 44:8 . Theee 15 0o

quarantee for other sgporiunities
Shivn §5:6

2 Cor 6:3
We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our

ministry will not be discredited. - ont of the greatest obstacles of
The io.?tl

2 Cor 6:4 ol e th
1 ol 13 Sa u‘\s se Things
Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves inevery ~ * ° """ "0

way: in great endu’ran@&?&bles hardship% Lave for tham.
distresses;+( Poshed b b, "t raals under
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pM raminds vhem of his mmoshv
2 Cor 6:5 wark resulhong in weariness at Corinth
in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless 1 Conl, the evangeist -
nights and hunger; - geins wis boed 2. Panl, the apampl, 3 -0
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. rorally bient anth
2 Cor 6:6 ciean ;;“Zi"” aﬁ“ﬂ.ﬁ:r pespl

in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy

Spirit and in sincere love; L nw
aracss’
2 Cor 67
in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the left;
2 Cor6:8 A NSt of Pacadeges

through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report;
genuine, yet regarded as impostors;

what & prc do f”‘)-’
2Cor 6:9 T’wl really didnt A“NMd"
known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; banl’

beaten, and yet not killed;

se oblevms
2 COI‘ 6: 10701.;4::. wa—’tﬁr %:ﬁmf‘t'zb‘f dcmp(—tl'-l deskitvhon of & bfﬁar

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
havmg nothing, and yet possessing everything. i chn:t
DWLM“M(A
2Cor6:11  (iys bonr his heart o all o ths | Poul was
We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened refohing the melicrous |
wide our hearts to you. el V13 a.ccust\hms of tha Jodarzers |




T AN Ala e setaeation (C:1-721)
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1. The Baliaveds Nature C14-14)
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7. B Prrwnan ) Gl blessings
6t

2Cor6:12 e 7 e hed
We are not withholding our affection from you, but youare ~ 1.7 7 ™
withholding yours from us.

2 COI’ 613 Serme Hm, AAM "uﬂ\ed
As a fair exchange--I speak as to my children--open wide Saparshon into iselabon
and thar ‘tlldwél\fp "

your hearts also. .
0 NArcow |

ny Oﬂut”-w. 15 also trvs,
2Cor6:14 peul'-u’onem~1 220

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do The 0% wis “olean” aay vaen wien Places g
. . . n .
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 4, donkeq ask *dtan® cheighin &b ‘;‘AZT:I"VM ol *
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2 Cor6:15 "8 u_“,;*;’:- "Jyfal e ‘ﬂwv&n) nature demands thak
What harmony is there between Christ and Belial ? What th Chwrishian be sipavated from
does a believer have in common with an unbeliever7——,  fw which 15 unhely.

( wmGdel) Ustless”
2 Cor 6:16

What agreement is there between the temple of God and
idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has
said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will
be their God, and they will be my people.”

2 Cor 6:17 A debimbe gef Davoted # & geacasl purpese
"Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the
Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." (sams $ein s ezeie 202 34, wi

2 Cor6:18
I will be a Father to you, anq you :vﬂl be my sons and T THE NATURE. oF THE BELEVER (4 -16)
daughters, says the Lord Almighty. Cheis bans passess divint mature  ZPe 13,y
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2Cor7:1
Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify

perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

2Cor7:2
Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one,
we have corrupted no one, we have exploited no one.

2Cor73

I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before that
you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or
die with you.

2 Cor 7:4

I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I
am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no
bounds.

2Cor 7:5

For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had
no rest, but we were harassed at every turn--conflicts on the
outside, fears within.

2 Cor 7.6
But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus,

2Cor 7:7

and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had
given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep
sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was
greater than ever.

2 Cor 7:8

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it.
Though I did regret it--1 see that my letter hurt you, but
only for a little while--

2Cor 7.9

yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but
because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became
sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any
way by us.

Becavse of Codi Hcsmc;:
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2 Cor 7:10
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

2 Cor 7:11

See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what
earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what
readiness to see justice done. At every point you have
proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.

2Cor7:12

So even though I wrote to you, it was not on account of the
one who did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather
that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted
to us you are.

2Cor7:13

By all this we are encouraged. In addition to our own
encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how
happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all
of you.

2Cor7:14

I had boasted to him about you, and you have not
embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was
true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be
true as well.

2 Cor 7:15

And his affection for you is all the greater when he
remembers that you were all obedient, receiving him with
fear and trembling.

2Cor7:16
I am glad I can have complete confidence in you.
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How To GIVE:
flew BTy 7@;& of c«rwms‘\‘mms (1,2)
2. Epdthusi8s ’f‘:'u\lj (3,4)
2 Cor 8:1 7. s Jesus Gave (5-9)
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace 4. WLINGLY (1o-12)
that God has given the Macedonian churches. -+ (fllyy, Thessalonier | Bors) 5. B fath (3-24)

2 Cor 8:2
Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their . exeuse For e
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. Grina;
Y Rack- betfon ) destitobion”
2Cor 83
For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and , ** ‘;’(j’,:‘}f',}j,,; when the hard's porph marntinn o

even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, aliteds frwand thian ks e
» cheantsrazod th  Macedlanine butbun

2Cor 8:4  "gecee ve qwel re appatunity fa dia § gerd b et
they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in ot ba ame thais s tham & T
this service to the saints. 1 imy {

2 Cor 8:5

And they did not do as we expected, but they gave The "coveect”
themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with oroet
God's will.

2 Cor 8:6
So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.

SR -
2 Cor 8:7 shoy ors ol Db 2 it
But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us  em Hasar'som }‘\ dovy

vp Ak

--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. whak s aspht

I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of meTwATE 8Y
your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.

2 Cor 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that

though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so sacritreiel
that you through his poverty might become rich.

2 Cor 8:10

And here is my advice about what is best for you in this Promise

matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also " Porfovmance

to have the desire to do so.



2Cor8:11

Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it 7y, wiliing
may be matched by your completion of it, according to your 4% P*'"9
means.

2 Cor 8:12

For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what he does
not have.

2 Cor 8:13
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are
hard pressed, but that there might be equality.

2 Cor 8:14
At the present time your plenty will supply what they need,
so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then

there will be equality,

2 Cor 8:15 éx Ibug Les;o:hs"l-g'a‘:n +he Ma\nf‘\;\f
P . . . Qa what yov nee
as it is written: "He who gat}%ered r.nuch did not ha\./e too ’Z q, hore WRMY you can
much, and he who gathered little did not have too little." 3. Dont Hoard

2 Cor 8:16

. . d-grem Aesire o secve -
1 thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same 1:; hcm,s,,-:" Fight tmrh God

concern I have for you. (16

2 Cor 8:17
For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming
to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative.

2 Cor 8:18
And we are sending along with him the brother who is
praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel.

B burden for st sous 018

2 Cor 8:19

What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany
us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to
honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help.

2 Cor 8:20 . . fepv bahon Sy henesh
We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer (20-22)
this liberal gift.

MoTIvEE Fo GQIVINnG -

GoD's SPIRITVAL BLESSINGS
MeRsuls POt Giving -

GoD's MATELIAL BLESINGS



2 Cor 8:21
For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the
eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.

2 Cor 8:22

In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has

often proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now p,¢c yce
even more so because of his great confidence in you.

2 Cor 8:23
As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worlker among CouPERATHE PRI
you, as for our brothers, they are representatives of the (23,24)

churches and an honor to Christ. 7 15 #0T s0e maney, bot the had's /

2 Cor 8:24
Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the
reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.
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One of the major ministries of Paul’s third missionary journey was the taking up of a special
"relief offering” for the poor Christians in Judea.

It is significant that it was Paul who remembered the "forgotten beatitude” of our Lord - "It is
more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35)

But Paul had other blessings in mind besides the material assisting of the poor.

He wanted this offering to strengthen the unity of the church as the Gentile churches shared
with the Jewish congregations across the sea.

Paul saw the Gentiles as "debtors" to the Jews (Romans 15:25-28), and the special collection was
one way to pay that debt.

This offering was also evidence to the Jewish believers that Paul was not the enemy of the Jews
or of Moses.

Early in his ministry, Paul had promised to remember the poor (Galatians 2:6-10).

He labored to keep that promise; but at the same time, he hoped that the generosity of the
Gentiles would silence the jealousy of the Jews.

Unfortunately, the Corinthians were not doing their part. Like many people, they had made
promises, but they failed to keep them.

An entire year had been wasted (2 Corinthians 8:10). What was the cause of this serious delay?

It would be the low spiritual level of the church. When a church is not spiritual, it is not
generous.

Paul knew that it would be difficult to get the Corinthians to participate, so he lifted his appeal
to the highest spiritual level possible - giving was an act of grace.

Paul uses nine different words to refer to the offering, but the one he used the most was "grace.”
It is a wonderful thing when Christians really believe that giving is more blessed than receiving.

How can we tell when we are practicing "grace giving?" Paul indicated that there were a number
of evidences that appear when our giving is motivated by grace.



Evidences of "grace-giving" --
1. When we give in spite of circumstances (1,2)
2. When we give enthusiastically (3,4)
3. When we give as Jesus gave (5-9)
4. When we give willingly (10-12)
5. When we give by faith (13-24)
Handling God’s money--
1. A God-given desire to serve (16,17)
2. A burden for lost souls (18)
3. A desire to honor God (19)
4. A reputation for honesty (20-22)

5. A cooperative spirit (23,24)
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I W] provoke othevs (1-5)

z. l+ will bless yo¥ -

2 Cor .9:1 . . . 7. 1t will meet needs (12)

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to 4 Ir sl qloriy God €9

the saints. £ 1t wll unite Go's pacple C1%15)
2Cor9:2

For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting
about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year
you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has
stirred most of them to action.

2Cor9:3

But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting
about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that
you may be ready, as I said you would be.

2Cor 94

For if any Macedonians come with me and find you 0ur_grestesh encouragemont
. is HSF b plecges the Levd

unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would be P

ashamed of having been so confident.

2 Cor 9:5

So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in
advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift
you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift,
not as one grudgingly given.

2 Cor 9:6

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap ~ The_prnc.ple of '”“"'“"'} P“’“_" 32’ .
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap =~ (' measvre & we 52 e BE
generously.

2 Cor 9:7 T le of nhent
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to '( f,.fkr '::;P.-.ém Mofrve)

give, not reluctantly or under com\gulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver. ™\ sod gvees mad gies
"hilariovs "~ GLad gwers
2Cor9:8 verses 8-1)

Thae (:r;r\mple of

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in
immebDranNcy

all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work. Adequste cesurces

within

( neap e/en whule Sowxna)

2Cor 9:9
As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the
poor; his righteousness endures forever."
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2 Cor 9:10

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.

2 Cor 9:11

You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.

2Cor9:12

. | ' . { axcuses
This service that you perform is not only supplving the - freghy Seevice ot 4o thiak o
This service that you p Y OUPPYIE TS = TNl Saccitie | fur qut gunng , bo*

needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many sppormihes for 51079

expressions of thanks to God. of. Gablo
AL

2 Cor 9:13

Because of the service by which you have proved

yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that Matthew 5716

accompariies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and
for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone
else.

2Cor9:14
And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,

. - . 1 de -
because of the surpassing grace God has given you. fn Jasus o dhshochon @ 12

Ao Lor\‘i” Jew), Gmh’[-c} rich,
Poor - gnlm or rer.-'fnwd"

2Cor9:15
328

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifi! Galabians

"

" How much do we believe \n 5Nm??



But glern € ange vthen the oceasien
demomded 1F (Mt 1501 nakk Wi,
To 2013 -16)

2 CO!' 101 Tﬁ)b Se‘ﬁl"’“j FOW(,
By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 1 appeal to
you--I, Paul, who am "timid" when face to face with you, — Litth

but "bold" when away! " Plause pont fores me o come and show
how' kold T cor bel”

0

2 Cor 10:2 1co2il-5
I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as
I expect to be toward some people who think that we live

by the standards of this world. (Tha svalvahen) Grest rehigievs parsonalibiss doday -

abilikies | oratorial commendikios

2 Cor 10:3
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the
world does.
2 Cor 104 tannot LSM with carnal vlcafons!
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. N peager, -‘Cf#’*"' 4, Jpirit

Pecsonalihes + human cbilvtes !
2 Cor 10:5
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself 5, walls"-
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 1. gppesihen o druth
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
4. wisdom of men
2 Cor 10:6
And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience,
once your obedience is complete.
2 Cor 10:7 The Gorinthians wers not ’f;”::st’;ffmmdd
You are looking only on the surface of things. If anyone is
confident that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again
that we belong to Christ just as much as he.

2 Cor 10:8

For even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the
Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you
down, I will not be ashamed of it.

2 Cor 10:9
I do not want to seem to be trying to frighten you with my
letters.

I The Accwsahen (1,2)
(not difhadlt 4o Fiad!)

7. The Answer (3-6)

Lwhat pictval warfare 13
all a%wf_f)

2. How To Use 5’;\”‘]\'»‘, Au#\ori‘h’ (2-1)
(T buld vp- not +ear downl)
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THREE | ABRTANT ALERS oF MiSTRY
| Wow b wage J&)m-}wA warfere (1-6)

) Accusahron (1)

(2) Mnswen (3-6)
Z. ol fv use vfohr\‘}'ua)\ M'H\m'h (7-1)
3. how fo measure  correctly: Cre-ig)

0) False magsurement Cr2)

(2) Trve Measvramint (13.8)
(13,) A.Bor T whare God wants meto be?
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+ fail !
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2 Cor 10:10 o matter whot course foml +ook,
For some say, "His letters are weighty and forceful, but in thoy wure bovnd 4o €5n demn him!
person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to

nothing."

2 Cor 10;11 no cintradiction
Such people should realize that what we are in our letters
when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we are
present.

2 Cor 10:12 « mobvel admirabion sociehy!
We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some
who commend themselves. When they measure themselves

by themselves and compare themselves with themselves,

they are not wise.

False Measurements:
External achiulhes varsys
tnteenal Fransfermabion

2 Cor 10:13 IK‘”G‘SS“\
We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will wthe Lo;&[’l ” {
ﬂo\' e |f‘d‘ .

confine our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a

field that reaches even to you. = |"sanchified sarcasm! ™

fposts o the Gentiles
Qe b‘n'.u’; 12.2)

o

“hm T where Qod  wanks
ne fobe?z (13,14

2 Cor 10:14
We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the
case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you
with the gospel of Christ.

2 Cor 10:15 _
Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work
done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to

.. . "¢ God 1(“'!'-“'“‘ L“
grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand,

mv‘ 01!'\!5‘]'1"1?" (nr‘n)

2 Cor 10:16

L imprassive, bon

2. Quotutions ’
3. Knowllda]e o wovld avents ?

“what Makes 4 Good Swremon?

3 werds?

Troe Measurement (13-18)

”C‘r\vrd«,as and mnmsl'rw,f are ot
th other!”
Qbmf’e+'ﬂ$ with €6 _

“tnfichting deshoys

ov{'readwms -

what Koot Ol fromm #hus
was their Lok oF fith +
theye ?roblems-

so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you.
For we do not want to boast about work already done in
another man's territory.

2 Cor 10:17

But, "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." Tor 924

1 Co (131

2 Cor 10:18
For it is not the one who commends himself who is
approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

"o approve b‘]
fesfiag”

" the Lord commend g wrk?”
Lig

ConCLysion!

God will measure vs bu the work
bv) what s O\J'Susnea(

God requires farthfulness above all else -
| Co tf:2

TESTED Y - -
I. Financial losves
Z. lavasion of {dlse dechines

3. "Provd” leaders who want
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Resu“—:.’
{. Fall apart
7. Mmost die
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NOTES ON 2 CORINTHIANS 10

As we read Paul’s next chapters we discover the lies the people were telling about Paul:

He was not a true apostle since he lacked credentials from the Jerusalem church;
His motives were insincere;

His physical presence was so weak that he deserved no respect;

His letters were bold, but he would never back them up in person;

His promise could not be depended upon.

SNk W

Paul was defending his apostolic office - not himself in these chapters.

These lies were being furthered by the false teachers who had visited Corinth and had won
over part of the church to their false doctrine.

When Paul speaks of “boasting” it is with a touch of sarcasm. Of course, Paul was
boasting in the Lord and not in himself

In chapter 10, Paul gives several answers to the accusation that his presence was weak
while his letters were powerful.

1. “I follow Christ’s example” (1) - let us not be guilty of judging by outward
appearances. Some powerhouse preacher is not necessarily displaying the power of
God.

2. “I use spiritual weapons” (2-6) - church problems are not changed simply by
changing things, but by confronting the problems with God’s word.

3. “Idon’t judge by appearance (7-11) - not a manpleaser - not to compare one servant
with another.

4. “I let God do the commending” (12-18) - they thought very highly of themselves
because they compared themselves with themselves.

SEVERAL LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM 2 CORINTHIANS 10--

I. Don’t be influenced by physical matters.
II. The most lasting work is done when we use spiritual weapons and tools.

III. Don’t judge before the time. Let God do the commending.



IV. The greatest servants are not always the most handsome or strongest, humanly
speaking. We should not be awed by a “Hollywood-style” worker who sweeps people
off their feet with imposing looks or hypnotic oratory. God has made each of us
differently, and we must use all that He gives us for His glory.

V. It is one thing to build a crowd, and something else to build a church. Theatrical
programs, Madison Avenue promotional schemes, man-honoring displays that depend
on the efforts of the flesh - all may grab popular attention, but will never receive God’s
approval. We build through prayer and God’s word. this takes time, dedication and
sacrifice.

VI Live for God’s approval and you will be blessed. You may seem to be a failure in
your eyes and the eyes of others, but God may see you and your work as a great
success for His glory.



) FHTHFR KNMS BEST.. How do we 90 aboot un\lmcmj tha
faople that yov rullv‘ bose them?

Poal uses o beank bl image - he was
thewr Farher (scm‘ka‘) Caring for his

2 Cor 11:1 family
I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but | Gornnthinac 4 14~21
you are already doing that. They wert hes  baloved 56“'""“'

children, and he wonted the very best

2 Cor11:2 Pickire of o keving father fov them.

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you
to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a

irgi i - Kews
pure virgin to him. A dasghter 4o be married - The chvrck bl e‘{; puce.

2Cor11:3
But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the  The penil 1s “‘“*u"’; i folaess
serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray . parson ' '

from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. behid vhe penl. i
I.Satan Questioned God's word 2. Satan densad Gods wwd J. Satun subgfy hvted ale
for God's wevel
2Cor1l:4

For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other
than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different
spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from
the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.

tovater fort Gospe I

2 Cor11:5

But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those ——» Their mebives ware nof

do clovifu God but persened
"super-apostles." - see vv 13,8 J“?M y Gl but pe

2 Cor 11:6
I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge.
We have made this perfectly clear to you in every way.

2 Cor 11:7

Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you

by preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge? —» “or nothing u;mw: ;Eam "
2Cor 11:8

I robbed other churches by receiving support from them 50 —— The ose of 1reny
as to serve you.

2Cor 119
And when I was with you and needed something, I was not Poul's m.msk:)
a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from had cost them nething !

Macedonia supplied what 1 needed. T have kept myself from
being a burden to you in any way, and will continue to do

50. L> ""v o ndmi:"
Celectvie eel)

T #is JEALovsY ovee THE
cHonelt (-6 13-15)
He frow.el his Love Lv
fﬂ"(‘t'-hnﬁ Wt from ofrachs
of folse teachers

T, His GENERoSITY To THE
cHvechd (7-12)
8 father provides Fee the
needs of his FﬂM”y He
does wnot Lu,) hes burden
on his children
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2 Cor 11:10
As surely as the truth of Christ is in me, nobody in the

regions of Achaia will stop this boasting of mine.

2Cor 11:11

Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I dol ch the Hncan enssionary and
B Roosavelt, home Comiag

2 Cor 11:12

And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut
the ground from under those who want an opportunity to be
considered equal with us in the things they boast about.
2 Cor 11:13 They cawmcd o Bott
or 11: thiedy (oogvs
. I diviae 0V
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, The Breschers of whis e 2. 4rve secvants of God

. . " . . . jnfel‘- (lM “w‘s)
masquerading as apostles of Christ. "+ disquse 3." supue- opests e

2 Cor 11:14 J

And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel never agpeacs in his They mesmemzed the

of light. " the avt dues net Lall far from e chacacter 1§ novant beethran.
e drew ¥

2 Cor 11:15

It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as
servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their
actions deserve.

2Cor11:16 very onlike the keord Paml seqs!
I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then Provechs 26°

receive me just as you would a fool, so that I may do a little

boasting.

2 Cor 11:17
In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord

would, but as a fool.

2 Cor 11:18
Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too
will boast.

2 Cor 11:19
You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise!

2 Cor 11:20
In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or

exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself

The falce teacher cobbed the Clwruk_’
The variods ww’: of the J:w‘mwx'.

forward or slaps you in the face, > " fod; yo's Fish covght om o hook I gmta.sc
. PVeveuwr
b " \l o b L orbal ab » 3 Talke ﬁalvaﬁase of
 aves b be honered embacrass by verbal abuse 4. Exelt +hom salves

5. slaps ye



2Cor 11:21

To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! What ~ nspived veeny asnm!
anyone else dares to boast about--1 am speaking as a fool--I

also dare to boast about.

2Cor 11:22
Are they Hebrews? So am 1. Are they Israelites? So am I.
Are they Abraham's descendants? So am 1.

2 Cor 11:23

Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk
like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in
prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and
been exposed to death again and again.

SUFferms Lor Chnst ( 28-254a)

2Cor11:24
Five times I recetved from the Jews the forty lashes minus
one.

2Cor 11:25

Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, Natwrad  hardships (2sb- 33
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in

the open sea,

2Cor11:26

I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger
from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city,
in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger
from false brothers.

2 Cor 11:27

I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep;
I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without
food; I have been cold and naked.

P&w‘sonwf W-S?q vinces

2Cor 11:28
Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my — “shess; aaxiely” (-, pressvre within])
concern for all the churches.

2Cor 11:29
Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, — fh.) 1denbfaed with the believer -

and I do not inwardly burn? |
whatever hogpened b his children

touched his awn heart!



2 Cor 11:30
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my
weakness.

2Cor 1131
The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised
forever, knows that I am not lying.

2Cor 11:32
In Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of
the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me.

2Cor11:33
But I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall a hum\.si—mj ax prrience |
and slipped through his hands. (14,33)
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"THE CLIMAX of PAut's pEFENSE

(vv 1-16)
Three experiences fom God:

2 Cor12:1 I CLorJ. God honoved him (1-6)

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be 2. Goodness. God humbled hin (7,2)
gained, 1 will go on to visions and revelations from the 7. Grace - God halped him €9,10)

Lord.
; Visisds ‘~‘ ReveLarions

2 Cor 12:2 .%u,m'.c COrTom - V€ oF TP Py Bbest A0 43 - e cecard o s (. Acks Q:3; 12k alizj22:t7
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught even ,\ ; ; ,
up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of —s where Ged dwatls | = ::m“:“ 4:-\9 f;"f“;';;;ﬁf ;‘;"3

- Parodise Sy ey &0, S
the body I do not know--God knows. - 3. Divine Thath. of. G 3:-L
2Cor12:3 Mo only visiens ¢ Taging 1o heavem |

but alse 'oonm'tfd 4 hear

And I know that this man--whether in the body or apart “sngpekable words "

from the body I do not know, but God knows--

2 Cor 12:4
was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things,
things that man is not permitted to tell.

2 Cor 12:5
I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about  ¢euro Lodarzers boast
myself, except about my weaknesses. of such ?
2 Cor 12:6
Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, fonl dod not become
because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no Provd. He simply old
one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or ~ the frorh.
say. (vv 7,8)
" Ffom Pagadise To Fan!”
2 Cor 127 (Ced allwus berdens as well as H«smgt)

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these ]

: . : : A SHARP STAKe use
surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in — fov torkoring or tmpalement
my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. "1 8enr wir Tve

T~ DonT Know WHAT 1T 15 - i1 pip BRING Paan FisTs ™
AND DISTRESS (Ga g i)
2Cor 12:8
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me.

2 Cor 12:9 /_,"once for an”

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my ——s 605 Provisions for oot NeeDs
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore 1 will boast wedo yot Live on axplanshens, bot
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's on provases!

power may rest on me. —» T sprear A TEnr sver“




Vv 120l =3y

ONG LAST APenL , THRee
APPLOACHES To MoTIVATE

2 Cor 12:10

That 1s why, for Christ's sake, 1 delight in weaknesses, in —» 7o gise a bove: GeT READY!

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For Not Sumply enclurs e chamed them (11-20
(OLACK of CommEuDaTed (14-13)

when I am weak, then I am strong.

2 Cor 12:11

I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I
ought to have been commended by you, for 1 am not in the
least inferior to the "super-apostles," even though I am
nothing.

2Cor12:12
The things that mark an apostle--signs, wonders and
miracles--were done among you with great perseverance.

2 Cor 12:13
How were you inferior to the other churches, except that 1

was never a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

2Cor 12:14

Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not
be a burden to you, because what I want is not your
possessions but you. After all, children should not have to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children.

2 Cor 12:15

So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and
expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me
less?

2Cor 12:16
Be that as it may, I have not been a burden to you. Yet,
crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by trickery!

2 Cor 12:17
Did I exploit you through any of the men I sent you?

2 Cor 12:18

I'urged Titus to go to you and I sent our brother with him.
Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the
same spirit and follow the same course?

2 Cor 12:19

Have you been thinking all along that we have been
defending ourselves to you? We have been speaking in the
sight of God as those in Christ, and everything we do, dear
friends, is for your strengthening.

lﬂon\‘.’

o LACK of AREEVATION (lﬂ-lg)
(3) LA oF canseorshen ((g-21)
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3. e EncovenGed them (13:5-1'9)
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2 Cor 12:20
For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I

want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to
be. I fear that there may be guarreling, jealousy, outbursts of

anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.
earnah unirgus back bhag wklsfu'm’

2 Cor 12:21

of importance .

I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble me

Pride v axaggersted semse

"secint” sins

debates Showa Lok of Live
A sudden uflonms 1€ 13
" szw.! v Jwns - 1 Gl

before you, and I will be grieved over many who have — "& for the dead®

sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual

sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.
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“Explain II Cor. 12:1-4. Who is the ‘man in Christ’ there designa-
ted? Where is the ‘third heaven?’ ‘Paradise?’ Why unlawful to relate?

“I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in the body,
I know not; or whether out of the body, I know not; God knoweth),
such a one caught up even to the third heaven. And I know such a
man (whether in the body, or apart from the body, I know not;
God knoweth), how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.”
(II Cor. 12:2-4.) Visions were miraculous experiences wherein matters
were made to appear before the mind as vividly as if they were
actually seen with the physical eyes. Revelations involved the
supernatural unveiling of truth not formerly known to the individual
involved. It seems certain that Paul was the person to whom reference
is made, though, in these verses, he is not directly identified. In
II Cor. 12:1, he said, “I must needs glory, though it is not expedient;
but I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord.” Obviously,
there would have been no occasion for Paul to glory (boast) of the
divine revelations of others. The visions and revelations were Paul’s;
each series was divinely bestowed; and both evidenced his heavenly
calling, since men not thus commissioned would not have been thus
empowered. The apostle’s purpose, in citing these remarkable
experiences, was to establish his apostleship, and to exhibit his
superiority to the false apostles then plaguing the church in Corinth
(1 Cor. 11:13.)

A “man in Christ,” is a Christian (Gal. 3:26, 27.) The event the
apostle describes occurred fourteen years earlier. II Corinthians was
written in the fall of A.D. 57. It occurred, therefore, in A. D. 43.
This falls within the period when the apostie was in the last portion
of his labors in Tarsus, or the first part of his stay in Antioch. In view
of the fact that these remarkable experiences were given to him to
strengthen him for exceptional suffering and painful persecution, and
inasmuch as this was to characterize him throughout his missionary
efforts, it is reasonable to conclude that the events he mentions
occurred in either Tarsus or Antioch shortly before the beginning of
these historic travels (Acts 9:26-30; 11:25, 26.)

The apostle did not know whether he was “in the body,” or
“out of the body,” when these supernatural occurrences were
experienced. It was therefore possible for him to have been “out of
the body” when they occurred. This remarkable concession on the
part of the apostle is especially revealing and significant in the illu-
mination which it sheds on the nature of man. It demonstrates, by
implication, that (1) there is an entity of man, separate from the
body, which can exist ‘“‘out of the body;” (2) inasmuch as conscious-
ness is an attribute of the spirit of man, and not of the body
(I Cor. 2:11), it follows (3) that the doctrine of soul-sleeping (that
all there is of man is material substance and that nothing survives
death) is false; and (4) the spirit does not die when the body does.
Moreover, since the spirit of man is the “knowing’ part of man
(I Cor. 2:11), it is positively shown in these words of Paul that the
spirit is capable of functioning “out of the body.”



It should be noted that the apostle, while in the state which he
describes, both saw and heard; he could have been “out of the body;”
therefore, he teaches us that it is possible for one to see and to hear
when “out of the body” as well as “in the body.” Were it impossible
for consciousness to exist when the spirit leaves the body as
materialists urge, Paul would have known this and would have con-
cluded that he was in the body when the events to which he alludes
occurred! Paul’s concession, that he may have been “out of the
body” when he saw and heard, demolishes the doctrine of materialism
as taught by Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christadelphians, The
Armstrongs, and all other materialistic religious bodies.

The apostle was caught up “even to the third heaven,” and
“into paradise.” “Heaven™ is spoken of in three different senses in
the sacred writings: (1) where birds fly (Luke 9:58); (2) where the
moon, the sun and the stars are (Psalm 19:1-6); and (3) where
God is (Deut. 4:39). “Paradise,” literally, a pleasure garden, is used
here to designate a place of great blessing. The original paradise was
the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:28); it is applied to the place ofabode
for the righteous dead (Luke 23:43), between death and the resur-
rection, and heaven (Rev. 2:7). It emphasizes the state of things
prevailing, and is used, in the scriptures, to denote more than one
place. As the word “heaven” is variously used therein, so is the word
Paradise. Here it most likely refers to the final abode of the soul.

During the apostle’s supernatural journey, he heard “unspeakable
words,” not “lawful for a man to utter.” “Unspeakable” is from the
Greek word arrhetos, defined by Arndt-Gingrich, as beyond the
power of human beings to utter, but this definition appears too
restricted in the light of the context. In the clause following, the
apostle said that the words describing what the apostie heard were
not “lawful” for a man to utter. This strongly suggests that they were
“unspeakable” in the sense that it was not permissible to repeat
them. Why rule that to be unlawful which is impossible? They were
therefore -unspeakable in the sense of not being allowed—being too
sacred far for utterance by man. Why was Paul thus restrained from

revealing what he said and heard? There are many possible reasons:
(1) These experiences were for the apostle’s benefit alone—to
strengthen him in his trials; (2) the scriptures provide all the in-
formation we need to prepare for heaven (II Tim. 3:16, 17); and
(3) to reveal these supernatural matters would have served only to
satisfy curiosity and it is noteworthy that God never does this.
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